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Black History Month is an annual 
observance, in February, of the 
past achievements and current 
status of African Americans. It  
coincides with the birthdays of the 
black leader Frederick Douglass 
(February 14) and of Abraham  
Lincoln (February 12).  

Extracts from the Proclamation by President George W. Bush 
February 4, 2004: 
 
“During National African American History Month, we honor the heritage and accomplishments of 
African Americans and recognize their extraordinary contributions to the United States. 
------- 
To help share the stories of the millions of African Americans who have strengthened our country, I 
recently signed legislation establishing the National Museum of African American History and Cul-
ture as a part of the Smithsonian Institution. This museum will commemorate the triumphs of African 
Americans -- their determination in overcoming the evil of slavery and discrimination and their 
many achievements and contributions to our Nation. 
 
This year's National African American History Month celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Su-
preme Court's 1954 decision in Brown v. Board of Education. In that landmark decision, the Su-
preme Court declared an end to the shameful and unconstitutional practice of legal segregation in 
schools, ruling unanimously that the Constitution requires all Americans to be treated equally with-
out regard to the color of their skin. The Brown decision transformed America and fulfilled the prin-
ciples of our Constitution. This year, we remember the brave schoolchildren and parents who chal-
lenged segregation.” 

 
In observance of the National African 

American History Month 
 
 

Paper Show at the American Resource Center 
 

Fabiania, 2nd floor 

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. 
On August 28, 1963, 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. delivered his 
"I Have a Dream" 
speech to some 2500 
supporters in  
Washington, DC. He 
eloquently described 
his faith in equality, 
justice and freedom 
for all.  
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Contemporary African-American Writers: A Selected bibliography 



 
Gateway to African American History: 
http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/blackhis/homepage.htm 
 
The AFRICAN-AMERICAN MOSAIC 
A Library of Congress Resource Guide for the Study of Black History & Culture 
http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/intro.html 
 
Smithsonian: African-American History and Culture: 
http://www.si.edu/resource/faq/nmah/afroam.htm 
 
African-American virtual communities on the Internet: 
http://new.blackvoices.com/ 
 
African American Writers: Online E-texts: 
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/afroonline.htm 
 
Voices From the Gaps: Women Writers of Color 
http://voices.cla.umn.edu/newsite/index.htm 
 
Key Sites on African-American Art and Literature: 
http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/blackhis/artlit.htm 
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Web  Resources 



 
The American Resource Center (ARC) provides specialized 
information about American government and politics, foreign 
policy and international relations, U.S. economy and foreign 
trade, the environment, history, society, and culture. 
 
The Resource Center is located at the Helsinki University Library. 
It is operated jointly by the Public Affairs Office of the U.S. Em-
bassy and the Helsinki University Library.   
 

The ARC’s collections are included in the HELKA-online catalog http://helka.linneanet.fi/. Lending 
services tel. (09) 191 23196. 
 
Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9-20, Sat 9-16; Reference service: Mon-Fri 9-17 
Address: PL 15 (Unioninkatu 36), 00014 Helsingin yliopisto 
Tel. (09) 191 24048 Fax: (09) 652 940 E-mail: arc@usembassy.fi 
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