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Martin Luther King,
o Jr.

On August 28, 1963,
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. delivered his
"l Have a Dream”
speech to some 2500
supporters in
Washington, DC. He
eloquently described
his faith in equality,
justice and freedom
for all.

Black History Month is an annual
observance, in February, of the
past achievements and current
status of African Americans. It
coincides with the birthdays of the
black leader Frederick Douglass
(February 14) and of Abraham
Lincoln (February 12).

Extracts from the Proclamation by President George W. Bush
February 4, 2004:

“During National African American History Month, we honor the heritage and accomplishments of
African Americans and recognize their extraordinary contributions to the United States.

To help share the stories of the millions of African Americans who have strengthened our country, |
recently signed legislation establishing the National Museum of African American History and Cul-
ture as a part of the Smithsonian Institution. This museum will commemorate the triumphs of African
Americans -- their determination in overcoming the evil of slavery and discrimination and their
many achievements and contributions to our Nation.

This year's National African American History Month celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Su-
preme Court's 1954 decision in Brown v. Board of Education. In that landmark decision, the Su-
preme Court declared an end to the shameful and unconstitutional practice of legal segregation in
schools, ruling unanimously that the Constitution requires all Americans to be treated equally with-
out regard to the color of their skin. The Brown decision transformed America and fulfilled the prin-
ciples of our Constitution. This year, we remember the brave schoolchildren and parents who chal-
lenged segregation.”
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Contemporary African-American Writers: A Selected bibliography

AFRICAN-AMERICAN WRITERS: a diction-
ary. Ed/Comp: Hatch, Shari; Dorantes;
Strickland, Michael R. ABC-Clio, 2000.
484 p. REF 810.9896 AFR

Angelou, Maya.
| SHALL NOT BE MOVED. Random House,
1990. 48 p. 811.2 ANG

COLORED CONTRADICTIONS: an anthol-
ogy of contemporary African-American
play. Ed.: Elam, Jr, Harry J. and Alexan-
der, Robert. Plume/Penguin, 1996. 643
p. 812.5408 COL

CONTEMPORARY  AFRICAN AMERICAN
NOVELISTS: a bio-bibliographical critical
sourcebook. Ed/Comp: Nelson, Emmanuel
S. Greenwood Press, 1999. 530 p. REF
813.5409 CON

Dove, Rita.

THE DARKER FACE OF THE EARTH : a
verse play in fourteen scenes. Story Line
Press, 1994. 140 p. 812.2 DOV

Fabi, M. Giulia.

PASSING AND THE RISE OF THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN NOVEL. Univ. of lllinois Press,
2001. 187 p. 813.0093 FAB

Gaines, Ernest J.
A LESSON BEFORE DYING. Alfred A.
Knopf, 1994. 256 p. FIC GAI

GIANT STEPS: a new generation of African
American writers. Ed/Comp: Young,
Kevin. HarperCollins, 2000. 364 p.
810.8 GIA

Giovanni, Nikki.

QUILTING THE BLACK-EYED PEA: poems
and not quite poems. William Morrow,
2002. 110 p. 811.54 GIO

Jablon, Madelyn.

BLACK METAFICTION: self-consciousness

in African American literature. University

of lowa Press, 1997. 209 p. 813.009 JAB

Lupton, Mary Jane.

MAYA ANGELOU: a critical companion.
Greenwood Press, 1998. 180 p.
818.5409 LUP

McMillan, Terry.
A DAY LATE AND A DOLLAR SHORT.
Viking Press, 2001. 432 p. FIC MCM

MIXED RACE LITERATURE. Edited with an
introduction by Jonathan Brennan. Stan-

ford Univ. Press, 2002. 234 p. 810.992

MIX

Morrison, Toni.
BELOVED. Alfred A.Knopf, 1987. 275 p.
FIC MOR

Morrison, Toni.
JAZZ. Alfred A. Knopf, 1992. 229 p. FIC
MOR

Morrison, Toni.
PARADISE. Alfred A. Knopf, 1998. 453 p.
FIC MOR

Morrison, Toni.
TAR BABY. Alfred A. Knopf, 1988. 306 p.
FIC MOR

Naylor, Gloria.
LINDEN HILLS. Ticknor & Fields, 1985.
304 p. FIC NAY

Naylor, Gloria.
MAMA DAY. Ticknor & Fields, 1988. 312
p. FIC NAY

Schreiber, Evelyn Jaffe.

SUBVERSIVE VOICES: eroticizing the
other in William Faulkner and Toni Morri-
son. Univ. of Tennessee Press, 2001.
183 p. 813 SCH

Shange, Ntozake.
BETSY BROWN. St. Martin’s Press, 1985
207 p. FIC SHA



SPIRIT AND FLAME: an anthology of con-
temporary African American poetry. Ed/

Comp: Gilyard, Keith. Syracuse University

Press, 1997. 304 p. 811.54 SPI

Walker, Alice.
POSSESSING THE SECRET OF JOY. Har-

court Brace Jovanovich, Publishers, 1992.

286 p. FIC WAL

Walker, Alice.

THE TEMPLE OF MY FAMILIAR. Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich, Publishers, 1989. 416
p. FIC WAL

Wideman, John Edgar.

THE HOMEWOOD TRILOGY: Damballah,
Hiding Place, Sent for Yesterday. Avon
Publishers, 1985. 531 p. FIC WID

Wilson, August.

THREE PLAYS. Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom;
Fences; Joe Turner’'s Come and Gone.
Univ. of Pittsburgh Press, 1984. 318 p.
812.2 WIL

Wolfram, Walt.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN AMERI-
CAN ENGLISH. Blackwell Publishers,
2002. 237 p. 427.973 WOL

Web Resources

Gateway to African American History:

http:/ /usinfo.state.gov/usa/blackhis/homepage.htm

The AFRICAN-AMERICAN MOSAIC

A Library of Congress Resource Guide for the Study of Black History & Culture
http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/intro.html

Smithsonian: African-American History and Culture:
http://www.si.edu/resource/faq/nmah/afroam.htm

African-American virtual communities on the Internet:

http://new.blackvoices.com/

African American Writers: Online E-texts:

http:/ /falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/afroonline.htm

Voices From the Gaps: Women Writers of Color
http://voices.cla.umn.edu/newsite/index.htm

Key Sites on African-American Art and Literature:
http:/ /usinfo.state.gov/usa/blackhis/artlit.htm



The American Resource Center (ARC) provides specialized
information about American government and politics, foreign
policy and international relations, U.S. economy and foreign
trade, the environment, history, society, and culture.

The Resource Center is located at the Helsinki University Library.
It is operated jointly by the Public Affairs Office of the U.S. Em-
bassy and the Helsinki University Library.

The ARC'’s collections are included in the HELKA-online catalog http://helka.linneanet.fi/. Lending
services tel. (09) 191 23196.

Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9-20, Sat 9-16; Reference service: Mon-Fri 9-17

Address: PL 15 (Unioninkatu 36), 00014 Helsingin yliopisto
Tel. (09) 191 24048 Fax: (09) 652 940 E-mail: arc@usembassy.fi

http://www.usembassy:.fi




