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Terrorism is premeditated, po-
litically motivated violence per-
petrated against noncombatant 
targets by subnational groups 
or clandestine agents, usually 
intended to influence an audi-
ence. Terrorism, as a special 
form of political violence, is not 
a philosophy or a political 
movement, but it uses extreme 
fear and violence, which 
breach social norms, to strike 
at symbolic targets with the 
ultimate aim of influencing po-
litical behavior. 
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